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judging by news that reaches me from German sources, are not
reckoning with any resistance whatsoever from the Czechs. The
intended action, in their opinion, will not overstep the bounds of a
police operation, and it appears, by the manner in which this opera-
tion is being prepared on the military side, that such are actually
the German Government's anticipations.

In short, the situation appears to be serious enough for us to have
to reckon with the possibility of a resort to force in one form or
another against Czechoslovakia, Germany alleging that she is obliged
to come to the rescue of her fellow-countrymen. My British colleague
has the same feeling. This morning he asked for an interview with
the State Secretary, with a view to obtaining indications as to the
German Government's intentions. Until now he has not been able
to see him. In view of the contemplated demarche of Sir Nevile
Henderson, who, by the way, has been acting without instructions
from his Government, I thought it preferable not to ask for an inter-
view immediately so as not to create the impression of a concerted
intervention which might recall those of last May.

If Your Excellency considers it suitable, I could, in view of the
rapid development of events, try and see the State Secretary as
soon as possible. I could point out to him that the French Govern-
ment would very well understand that the Reich should help in
bringing about some fair settlement between Prague and Bratislava;
but I would stress that any violent solution, by destroying the
foundations of the agreement of September 29, would seriously
endanger the policy of mutual confidence and co-operation in the
spirit of Munich, which was also manifested in the declaration of
December 6. At the same time, I would remind the State Secretary
that a mutual consultation in case of international difficulties was
provided for by the stipulations in paragraph 3 of that declaration.

Both my British colleague and myself hold that it is essential that
the necessary advice be given to Prague, so that no pretext for inter-
vention and no argument that might be used for purposes of internal
propaganda be supplied to the Reich.

COULONDRE.

No. 58

M. V. DE LACROIX, French Minister in Prague,

to M. GEORGES BOKNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Prague, March 14, 1939.

I HAVE just learnt that the Reich has presented an ultimatum or
an imperative demand. My informant, who "was not able to learn
the object of this demand, was left with the impression that the
answer need not be given immediately. According to certain rumours,
the resignation of the Cabinet is contemplated.

LACROIX.